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Brian McLaren's post

I'm delighted to have Brian McLaren as a guest on this journal today. Brian wrote the following post, and he will be engaging here over the next 

couple of days.  Ask him any questions you want, raise issues, enjoy and practice a generous orthodoxy (other sites on the blog

tour: Tallskinnykiwi, Jordan Cooper, Jen Lemen, Paradoxology, and Pomomusings).

peace, dwight

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Hi, everyone - it's an honor to be your guest and have a bit of conversation about my newest book, "
."

I thought I'd offer a bit of personal information about the book.  I felt a good bit of excitement and intellectual/
spiritual energy about writing and publishing " ."  I also felt a good bit 
of fear and trembling.

I knew that it would be controversial, and I knew that many Christian sisters and brothers would consider me 
an enemy for writing it.  The timing of the book's release was also somewhat disadvantageous in my mind, 
because " ," which I didn't expect to be seen as controversial, ended up eliciting some 
pretty harsh response.  That meant I was coming out with two highly controversial books in less than a year.  
I'm not by nature a controversialist, so I didn't look forward to a hornet's nest being stirred up.

But at the same time, I have felt for a long time that Western Christian theology (in its Catholic and Protestant 
forms) had somewhere become preoccupied with getting individual souls out of hell after death, and had too 
often lost a sense of God's continuing love for all creation in this life - in other words, we had substituted 
something else for the gospel of the kingdom of God, which was at the heart of Jesus' message.  It was as if 
the doctrine of the fall had eaten up the doctrine of creation.  The issue of hell-avoidance became the 
centerpiece of salvation, and I felt this perspective was neither true to Scripture nor healthy.  So  that was the 
origin of the book.

I'd be interested in knowing if any of you have read the book, and how it seemed to you.  Did it seem 
shocking, or tame?  Did it present new information, or were you already familiar with the content of the 
book?  I'll do my best to respond to some of your questions/comments in the next couple days.

The Last 
Word and the Word After That

The Last Word and the Word After That

A Generous Orthodoxy

 
Thanks!
Brian McLaren
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Posted by at in | | dwight friesen 03:11 last things Link Comments (3)
Comments

Brian,

To my utter surprise, I find myself believing these days like Casey‘s Dad who said, "That dog‘ll hunt!" 

For me, one doctrine that has hunted (and caught me) is hellology. It started at age 9 when the traveling 
evangelist stopped by to light up the fire and toast me until I screamed, "PLEASE, NO, PLEASE NO. I‘LL 
DO ANYTHING. JUST DON‘T SEND ME TO HELL. PLEASE!!!" Then I filled my cub scout canteen 
full just in case. Now THAT dog hunts.

I read your book the first week it was out and agree that the way we believe in hell and use it on each other is 
way more dangerouse than going there. But it works. It got me to say "I Do" to Jesus.

The worst thing I can think of that it‘s done to me is like Amittai (Johan‘s father), it has produced a Jonah. But 
at least I‘ve been to Ninevah with the not-so-good news, seen some old fashioned repentence, and now have a 
chance to think under the grace gourd. I even had a chance to read about the first Jonah and repent from some 
of my evil ways, seeing the hell of it all. So the news I preach now is "better news" if not 100% good news.

But I‘m stuck with a dog that hunts and doesn‘t know how not to hunt. When I told my story about the last 
word and word after that (as a form of confession and correction to the traveling evangelist) to kids interested 
in getting baptized yesterday, my dog hunted them down until they were all shuddering and begging for a one 
way ticket to heaven without stopping in hell.

What do I do with this damn dog? He‘s been faithful. I can‘t just shoot him.

Written by: ron king at 2005/05/09 - 15:18 

George MacDonald once wrote:

"No, this is no escape. There is no heaven with a little of hell in it – No plan to retain this or that of the devil in 
our hearts or our pockets. Out Satan must go, every hair and feather."

Thanks Brian.

Liz

Written by: Liz at 2005/05/09 - 17:13 

Brian,

Ever since your name (and beautifully balding head) appeared in Time Magazine with 24 other influential 
evangelicals, and since your appearance on Larry King Live I have been sensing an invitation to pray even 
more consistently for both you and Grace. So much is being called of you and the more you are called to “step 
into” the more controversy seems inevitable; even though you are the very picture of a gracious and spacious 
person. Of course conflict avoidance isn’t the goal, but how one chooses to engage the other . . . well that is 
applied theology.

I can’t image anyone who has had the privilege of conversing with you fact-to-face coming away from such 
an exchange with a sense that you had sought to stir up controversy. Yet between A Generous Orthodoxy and 
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this your latest offering, a hornet’s nest has been stirred. On the one hand, I guess we should expect nothing 
less. As your text seems almost to extend the conversation of William Blake (in The Marriage of Heaven and 
Hell), and C. S. Lewis (in The Great Divorce) by inviting your readers to see “last things” in a fresh light . . . 
but who really wants to see their own theological systems in fresh lights?

As you have thoughtfully pointed out, all too often the theology of the West has used the fall and sin as the 
starting point to understand humanity’s relationship with God. God’s creation of humanity imago Dei has 
often been functionally lost to “original sin.”

Your willingness to engage with people holding differing hermeneutics, opinions, convictions and dogmas 
hints toward a more open-source theological future. Even a blog tour like this helps to level perceived 
separation between author and reader. Thanks for your courage and your wisdom, and your embodiment of 
Divine Love.

I’ll say more later. 

Peace, dwight

Written by: at 2005/05/09 - 17:58 dwight friesen
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Brian's New Book . . . . . May 9th

Brian McLaren will be interacting with post on this site regarding his newest book throughout the day - 
MAY 9. 

Home Page
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my wife: Lynette Friesen

commons

allelon
amnesty international
blue highway (seattle bar)
bruderhof 
digistry 
digital space 
dtour
ekklesia project
emergent village
emerging alliance 
emerging church
emerging church info
emp
evangelicals for social action
future church
gospel in our culture network 
green peace
hothouseNW 
house2house
institute for global engagement 
international justice mission 
iona
labri
mars hill graduate school
method-x
missional leadership
modern world
off the map
online church
open church
orthodox church
osbd
perichoresis
poptek
proost
resonate

5/9/05 12:18 PMand :: Brian McLaren's post

Page 4 of 12http://dwightfriesen.blog.com/193981/#cmts



samaritan's purse
simple church
taizé 
the vine
theooze
tribal generation
vatican
veritas
visions

etcetera

aaa book search
bellwether gallery
chaos theory
dance
dfilm
evolution of a sfn
face
fractal movie
gospel of thomas (listen)
gracewerks
hado
hubble
johnny cash memorial
liquid
merchants of cool
metalogue
nasa
networks
no maps
nw tekno
oracle of bacon
orisinal
posthuman
raymond kurzweil
rilke
scale-free networks
seattle art
situationists
small world
society of spectacle
soda play
steelehouse
the milky way
theology & science
twexus
web of creation
why the future...
yugop

5/9/05 12:18 PMand :: Brian McLaren's post

Page 5 of 12http://dwightfriesen.blog.com/193981/#cmts



mavens

adbusters
beyond magazine
books & culture
dream churches
emerging church
faithmaps
faithworks
ginkworld
image journal
jesus radicals
kexp
mars hill review
marshill audio
next-wave
npr
online books
other journal
philosophers
planet emergent
pomo philosophy
prism
relevant
rock bottom
seattle times
seattle weekly
seven
ship of fools
society for organizational learning
sojourners
spep
tablet
the door
the onion
the stranger
theological resources 
this american life
university without condition
utne reader
volconvo
wikipedia
wired

nodes & hubs

adam cleave
alan creech 
andrew jones 

5/9/05 12:18 PMand :: Brian McLaren's post

Page 6 of 12http://dwightfriesen.blog.com/193981/#cmts



bevan klassen
bill bean
chad canipe
christian scharen
dallas friesen (my bro)
dan kimball
dave fleming
eric keck
fred clark
geoff holsclaw
ivy beckwith 
jacob bailey
jason clark 
jason evans
jeff johnson
jeff keuss
jonny baker
jordon cooper
justin baeder
karen ward 
len hjalmarson
mark humphries 
michael moore
moot
pernell goodyear
rachelle
rudy carrasco 
si johnston
spencer burke 
tim keel 
tony jones
winn griffin

nudge God-ward

a. w. tozer
alternative worship
ancient future worship
bible
celtic daily office
embody
finger labyrinth
flicker
highway video
holy space
into the NT
irish jesuit prayer
labyrinth
oremus
prayer

5/9/05 12:18 PMand :: Brian McLaren's post

Page 7 of 12http://dwightfriesen.blog.com/193981/#cmts



re jesus
renovare
sacramentis
sunland prayer trail
taize (listen)
vurch
words from the cross

nw Christ-commons

allsaints
bridge
capitolhillchurch
church of the apostles
common ground
doxa
eastside mosaic
emmaus road 
grace seattle 
harambee
imago dei
jouney encounter
marshill fellowship
next
pneuma
potters hands
pump
q-seattle
quest: a Christ-commons
red sea
sanctuary
seattle mennonite
seattle metro
seattle urban
seattle vineyard
sojourn
soma
st james
st mark's
the gathering
thursday pm

quest friends, near & far

alison thomas 
andrew campbell 
andy ingram
cynthia gaub 
jason brinton
jeff baker

5/9/05 12:18 PMand :: Brian McLaren's post

Page 8 of 12http://dwightfriesen.blog.com/193981/#cmts



kelly
keri brinton 
lynette friesen
michelle snowden
sam & jackie jarawan
sharmayne arrington
todd trembley 
tom hagel 

some of my teachers

anne lamott
brian mclaren
clifford pickover
conrad gempf 
dallas willard 
dan allender 
daniel m bell, jr
dave weinberger 
dietrich bonhoeffer 
doug pagitt 
douglas rushkoff 
emmanuel levinas 
gilles deleuze 
hans urs von balthasar
jacques derrida 
jacques lacan
james k a smith 
jean-luc marion
joe myers 
julia kristeva
kenneth gergen
leonard sweet 
leonardo boff
mark c talyor
masaru emoto
michael polanyi
n t wright 
noam chomsky 
robert webber 
scot mcknight
slavoj zizek 
stanley grenz
stanley hauerwas 
todd hunter 
tom & christine sine 
vernard eller 

Archives

5/9/05 12:18 PMand :: Brian McLaren's post

Page 9 of 12http://dwightfriesen.blog.com/193981/#cmts



May 2005
April 2005
March 2005
February 2005
January 2005
December 2004
November 2004
October 2004
September 2004
August 2004

Reading

by Jonas Ridderstrale, Kjell NordstromKaraoke Capitalism: Daring to Be Different in a Copycat World

by Eugene PetersonChrist Plays In Ten Thousand Places: A Conversation In Spiritual Theology

by Alice MathewsPreaching That Speaks to Women
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by 
Rowan Williams
The Wound of Knowledge: Christian Spirituality from the New Testament to St. John of the Cross

by Malcolm JeevesFrom Cells to Souls - And Beyond: Changing Portraits of Human Nature

by Howard 
Gardner
Changing Minds: The Art and Science of Changing Our Own and Other People\'s Minds

by 
Brian McLaren
The Last Word and the Word after That : A Tale of Faith, Doubt, and a New Kind of Christianity
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"Brian will be visiting this site on May 9th as part of a Blog-Tour. He will be in and out all day long 
commenting and interacting with comments. See you then."
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